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THE BREAKDOWN OF KINGSHIP
CHARLES I
the rebellion rises
Character of the New King. The young King Charles,
James's only surviving son, when he came to the throne in
March 1625 was only twenty-four years of age. The ill-health
of his early years, his seclusion until the death of his elder
brother—which was only partly broken by that death—and a
certain inheritance in him made him what he was: a man
tiny of stature, very neat, very dignified, long and melancholy
in feature, stammering somewhat, speaking with the Scottish
accent of his family, shrinking from personal contact, but never
shrinking from that or anything else when duty (which with
him included loyalty) demanded action.
The first characteristics of his temper were fixity in any
resolution he might have taken, and a quality fatal in most of
those who have to govern—an inability to intrigue. When he
had no choice but to deceive he bungled the task clumsily, for
it was quite opposed to his nature. He had inherited from'his
father and breathed in from all that surrounded him the prime
duty of kingship—to govern all in the interests of all and as
one superior to all, and especially to control the mighty and
prevent the rich from usurping power over their inferiors.
His religious position was peculiar but intense. He was
very Protestant, but regarded the Church of England in the
form he had known as the perfect model of what Christ had
intended His Church to be. His dislike of Catholicism had
begun after the Spanish adventure, and it had turned into
something like hatred. Protestant fanaticism he only disliked
foKtkaOy^ as an interference with due authority; he was not
averse to its morals. The first four years of his reign are
strongly coloured by his deep, devoted, and almost adoring
WHship of the brilliant, energetic, wide-minded Buckingham,
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